I took greatest pleasure in writing this article, bearing in mind that it would be published in a collection dedicated to a renowned Croatian scientist, International Law Professor par excellence, my dear friend Božidar Bakotić, one of the most prominent experts in the field of Space Law, not only in Croatia, but in Europe as well. Unlike Bakotić's most valuable research-precise, erudite analyses of the legal status and norms establishing relations in endless space-I shall, on this occasion, elaborate on several new findings and legal issues related to the area of the Arctic seabed and subsoil.
The Arctic expands from the North Pole all the way to the coasts of North America and Eurasia. It encompasses marginal areas of Eurasia, North America and the Arctic Ocean 1 together with the islands (Greenland, Franz Josef Land, New Land, Northern Land, Svalbard, and the Canadian group of islands, the American Arctic Archipelago). The coastal States are the Russian Federation, the United States of America, Norway, Canada, Iceland and Denmark (the self-governing area of Greenland is part of Denmark), while Sweden and Finland are particularly interested in relations within the Arctic area (they take part in the work of international organisations, especially those analysing weather conditions, the marine environment and the protection of living marine resources).
* Fellow of the Croatian Academy of Sciences and Arts; Professor (retired) of International Law at the University of Split, Faculty of Law.
1 The Arctic Ocean is the smallest of the world's oceans (after the Pacific Ocean, Atlantic Ocean, Indian Ocean, and the recently delimited Southern Ocean).
The size of the Arctic Ocean is  million square kilometres (almost the size of Russia, slightly less than one and a half times the size of the USA; in comparison, the Mediterranean Sea is . million square kilometres). The coastline length is , kilometres. The largest part of the Arctic sea surface is frozen throughout the entire year (the thickness of the ice is .- m, with an average thickness of - m).
The southern borders of the Arctic Ocean are flat lines connecting the outermost areas of the mainland with the islands, closing the circle of the Greenland Sea, Barents Sea, Kara Sea, Laptev Sea, East Siberian Sea, Chukchi Sea, Beaufort Sea and the Northern Passage.
The Arctic seabed and subsoil are extremely important because they contain, according to an estimate by American experts, around   of the world's remaining reserves of oil and gas. 2 There are other mineral resources as well. 3 They encompass the Greenland-Norwegian Basin (up to , m deep) and the Canadian-Siberian Basin (up to , m deep). They are separated by the Lomonosov Ridge, which, based on magnetic and seismic research, has been defined as a continental fragment developed on the Eurasian continental margin.
Unlike the ocean seabed relief, more than half of the Arctic Ocean circumference is at the level of a continental shelf. The margins of North America (with Canada and Alaska) and Eurasia end in the largest and most distinctive shallows of the World Ocean. Along the North American shoreline, shallow spots are as wide as  to  km, and on the Eurasian side up to , km! 4
I. Russian Submarines on the North Pole Seabed in 
On Thursday,  August , in the immediate vicinity of the North Pole, two mini submarines of the Russian Federation descended to the Arctic Ocean seabed. Each had three crew members and the depth of the sea-where they were submerged-was , m. The expedition lasted for nine hours, and the entire venture was monitored by a hundred Russian scientists of the Institute for the Exploration of the North and South Pole accommodated in the research ship "Academic Fedorov". 5 Both crews in the submarines completed their tasks: they took samples of subsoil sediments and planted the Russian flag in a titanium tube on the Arctic
